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THINK AND GROW RICH SUMMARY 

 

 

 

 

OVERVIEW 

 

Are you tired of just dreaming about success and ready to start achieving it? Think and Grow 

Rich by Napoleon Hill is more than a book—it’s a proven guide that has transformed millions of 

lives since it was published in 1937.  

This timeless classic is not just about making money; it’s about developing the mindset and 

habits to achieve your biggest goals, whether personal, professional, or financial. 
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Hill spent 25 years studying the habits of the world’s most successful people, including Henry 

Ford, Andrew Carnegie, and Thomas Edison. He distilled their strategies into a step-by-step 

formula that anyone can use. 

 

This summary gives you the key lessons and strategies in a bite-sized, actionable format. But 

trust us—reading the full book is where the magic happens. It’s a quick read that pays dividends 

for a lifetime. 

Is Think and Grow Rich a good book? To this question, my only answer is that this book and 

The Power of Concentration by Theron Q. Dumont dramatically changed my life. 

If this means something to you and you are tired of being on the same spot from year to year, 

then you need to sit down, read and start applying the principles in this book in your life.    

If you’re ready to stop making excuses and start building the life you’ve always wanted, this 

summary is your first step. But don’t stop here—grab the full book and dive deeper into the 

principles that can change your life forever. 
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Chapter-by-Chapter Summary of Think and 

Grow Rich by Napoleon Hill 
 

This book is a step-by-step guide to achieving success in any area of life, particularly wealth 

creation.  

Hill emphasizes that success begins with a strong desire, positive mindset, and clear goals. He 

studied 500 successful individuals to distill their principles into 13 core steps. 

Here's a detailed summary of each chapter: 

  

Chapter 1: Introduction – The Power of Thought 

  

Hill introduces the idea that success begins in the mind. He explains how thoughts shape reality 

and highlights the importance of having a definite goal. 

He shares examples, including Henry Ford, who turned his vision of affordable cars into reality 

by believing in his idea despite ridicule. 

Key Lesson: Your thoughts are powerful. What you think about, you bring about. 

 

Action Point: Begin by cultivating positive and ambitious thoughts about your goals. 

  

 

Chapter 2: Desire – The Starting Point of All Achievement 
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Hill emphasizes that success starts with a burning desire. He tells the story of Edwin C. 

Barnes, who desired to work with Thomas Edison and achieved it by focusing his energy and 

refusing to give up. 

Key Lesson: A strong, focused desire can turn dreams into reality. 

 

Action Point: Write down your goal. Be specific. For example, instead of saying, "I want more 

money," write, "I want to earn $10,000 by December." 

  

 

Chapter 3: Faith – Visualizing and Believing in Your Success 

 

Faith is the glue that connects belief to action. Hill explains that by visualizing success and 

believing in your abilities, you program your subconscious to achieve your goals. 

Example: Athletes often visualize winning before competing. 

 

Action Point: Practice affirmations daily. For example, "I am confident, capable, and on my way 

to achieving [goal]." 

  

 

Chapter 4: Autosuggestion – Reprogramming Your Mind 

 

Hill teaches how to use self-suggestion to implant positive ideas into your subconscious mind. 

Repetition is key. 

Example: Hill shares how people can use repeated statements to overcome fear or doubt. 

 

Action Point: Read your written goal out loud every morning and night. 

  

 

Chapter 5: Specialized Knowledge – Gaining the Right Skills 
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General knowledge won’t make you successful. Hill insists on acquiring specialized knowledge 

tailored to your goals. He highlights the example of Henry Ford, who knew little about cars but 

built a team of experts to fill his knowledge gaps. 

Key Lesson: Learn what’s necessary for your field and outsource the rest. 

 

Action Point: Identify a skill gap in your business or career and take a course, read a book, or 

hire someone to fill it. 

  

 

Chapter 6: Imagination – Turning Ideas into Reality 

 

Hill distinguishes between creative and synthetic imagination. Creative imagination creates 

new ideas, while synthetic combines existing ones. Success requires both. 

Example: Entrepreneurs like Steve Jobs used imagination to innovate. 

 

Action Point: Brainstorm new ideas every day to train your creative muscles. 

  

 

Chapter 7: Organized Planning – Turning Thoughts into Action 

 

Hill stresses the importance of creating a clear, actionable plan. He recommends surrounding 

yourself with a "Mastermind Group" to achieve your goals faster. 

Example: The Wright brothers succeeded in creating the airplane because of their detailed 

planning and teamwork. 

 

Action Point: Write a detailed step-by-step plan for achieving your goal and find accountability 

partners. 
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Chapter 8: Decision – Mastering the Art of Decision-Making 

 

Successful people are decisive. Hill explains how procrastination leads to failure, while quick, 

firm decisions bring progress. 

Example: Andrew Carnegie made rapid decisions that built his steel empire. 

 

Action Point: Commit to making one important decision today and act on it immediately. 

  

 

Chapter 9: Persistence – The Key to Overcoming Challenges 

 

Persistence separates the winners from the losers. Hill shares stories of people who achieved 

greatness by refusing to quit, even in the face of repeated failure. 

Example: Thomas Edison failed thousands of times before inventing the light bulb. 

 

Action Point: When challenges arise, remind yourself of your "why" and keep going. 

  

 

Chapter 10: The Mastermind – Harnessing Collective Power 

 

A "Mastermind Group" is a network of like-minded individuals who support and inspire one 

another. Hill emphasizes that no one achieves success alone. 

Example: The Founding Fathers of America collaborated to achieve independence. 

 

Action Point: Identify 2-5 people who share your ambitions and set up regular meetings. 

  

 

Chapter 11: The Subconscious Mind – Programming for Success 
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Hill explains how the subconscious mind acts on thoughts and emotions, whether positive or 

negative. He urges readers to feed it with positivity. 

Action Point: Create a vision board or write a gratitude journal to influence your subconscious 

positively. 

  

 

Chapter 12: The Brain – A Broadcasting and Receiving Station 

 

Hill suggests the brain is like a radio transmitter, sending and receiving energy. By aligning your 

thoughts with positive energy, you attract success. 

Action Point: Surround yourself with positive influences, such as inspiring books or successful 

mentors. 

  

 

Chapter 13: The Sixth Sense – Trusting Your Intuition 

 

The "sixth sense" is a sense of intuition that develops after mastering the previous steps. Hill 

explains it as a guiding force for decision-making. 

Action Point: Practice mindfulness and reflection to develop your intuition. 

  

 

Chapter 14: Overcoming Fear 

 

Hill identifies six fears that hold people back from achieving success: 

Napoleon Hill identifies six common fears that prevent people from achieving success: 

Fear of Poverty 

Fear of Criticism 

Fear of Ill Health 

Fear of Loss of Love 

https://evunn.com/


Get more book summaries like this at Evunn.com. If you enjoyed this summary, don’t forget to share this 
site with your friends and family. Sharing is caring. 

Fear of Old Age 

Fear of Death 

Action Point: Write down your fears and actively challenge them with logic and action. 

 

He explains that these fears are mental barriers, often exaggerated by negative thinking. To 

conquer them, Hill recommends a combination of logical reasoning and deliberate action. Here's 

how you can tackle your fears step by step: 

1. Identify the Fear 

 

Hill stresses that the first step is acknowledging your fear. Many people avoid thinking about 

their fears, but this gives the fear more power over them. 

Example: If you're afraid of public speaking, admit it to yourself instead of pretending it doesn't 

bother you. 

 

2. Analyze the Fear with Logic 

 

Ask yourself rational questions to understand your fear better. Fear often thrives on 

exaggeration, so breaking it down logically can weaken its hold. 

Example Questions: 

 "What’s the worst that could happen if I fail?" 

 "Is this fear based on facts or assumptions?" 

 "Has anyone else faced this and succeeded?" 

  

 

Example for Fear of Criticism: If you're worried about being criticized, ask yourself: 

 "What value does the critic’s opinion hold in my life?" 

 "How many successful people face criticism and thrive despite it?" 

This helps you realize that most criticism has no real power unless you let it. 

  

3. Take Small, Courageous Steps (Action) 
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Hill emphasizes that action is the antidote to fear. Start small to build confidence and gradually 

take bigger steps. 

Example for Fear of Poverty: If you're afraid of financial instability: 

Start by creating a budget to feel more in control. 

 

Learn a new skill to increase your earning potential. 

Save or invest a small amount each month to build financial security. 

 

Example for Fear of Criticism: If you avoid presenting your ideas because of fear of judgment: 

 Share your ideas with a trusted friend or mentor first. 

 Gradually speak up in small group settings before moving to larger ones. 

  

 

4. Replace Negative Thoughts with Positive Affirmations 

 

Fear often stems from repetitive negative thinking. Hill suggests using affirmations to 

reprogram your mind. 

Example for Fear of Failure: Instead of saying, "I’ll never succeed," say: 

"Every step I take, I’m learning and growing closer to success." 

Repeat affirmations daily to build a positive mindset. 

  

5. Seek Knowledge and Preparation 

 

Many fears arise from uncertainty or ignorance. Hill advises preparing yourself thoroughly in 

the area you fear. 

Example for Fear of Ill Health: Educate yourself on maintaining good health, eat nutritious 

food, exercise, and get regular check-ups. This proactive approach reduces fear because you feel 

more in control. 

Example for Fear of Public Speaking: Join a local Toastmasters group or take an online course 

to learn techniques for speaking confidently. 
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6. Surround Yourself with Supportive People 

 

Hill highlights the power of positive associations. Being around encouraging, successful, or 

confident people can help you challenge your fears and boost your morale. 

Example for Fear of Poverty: Surround yourself with financially knowledgeable individuals 

who can teach you strategies to overcome this fear. 

 

7. Visualize Success Despite Fear 

 

Imagine yourself acting confidently and succeeding, even if fear is present. Visualization trains 

your brain to accept the possibility of overcoming fear. 

Example for Fear of Death: Focus on living a meaningful life each day rather than fearing the 

inevitable. Visualize leaving a legacy through your actions and relationships. 

 

8. Build Persistence Through Habit 

 

Persistence chips away at fear. Hill notes that every small action builds momentum. As you 

repeat these actions, fear diminishes over time. 

Example for Fear of Criticism: If you're criticized for starting a new project, continue working 

on it daily. Over time, results will overshadow the criticism. 
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Action Points 

 

Here are steps you need to start taking right now to achieve success: 

1. Define Your Burning Desire 

 

Action: Write down your ultimate goal and commit to it. 

 

How to Do It: 

 

Spend time thinking about what you truly want (e.g., financial freedom, career success, etc.). 

Write a clear, specific statement of your goal, including a deadline (e.g., "I will earn $100,000 by 

December 31, 2025"). 

 

Read your goal aloud every morning and night with conviction to reinforce your commitment. 

 

2. Create a Definite Plan of Action 

 

Action: Break your goal into smaller, actionable steps. 

 

How to Do It:  

 

List everything you need to do to achieve your goal, such as acquiring new skills, networking, or 

creating a product. Assign deadlines to each step. 

 

Take at least one action toward your goal every day, no matter how small. 
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3. Visualize Your Success 

 

Action: Practice daily visualization to strengthen belief in your goal. 

 

How to Do It: 

 

Close your eyes and imagine yourself living the life you desire. 

 

Picture the details: your surroundings, emotions, and accomplishments. 

Feel gratitude for already achieving the goal, even if it’s not yet reality. 

 

4. Develop Faith in Your Ability 

 

Action: Build unwavering belief in yourself and your goal. 

 

How to Do It: 

 

Use affirmations to reprogram your mindset (e.g., "I am capable of achieving my financial 

goals"). 

 

Surround yourself with success stories and positive influences to reinforce belief. 

Avoid negative self-talk and replace doubts with constructive thoughts. 

 

5. Build a Mastermind Group 

 

Action: Collaborate with like-minded individuals who support your vision. 

 

How to Do It: 

 

Identify people in your network who inspire and motivate you. 

Arrange regular meetings (in person or virtual) to share ideas, strategies, and encouragement. 
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Offer support to others in the group to create a mutually beneficial environment. 

6. Apply Autosuggestion 

 

Action: Influence your subconscious mind with positive thoughts and goals. 

 

How to Do It: 

 

Repeat your goal statement aloud twice daily (morning and night). 

Visualize achieving your goal as you recite it. 

Keep your goal written down and revisit it throughout the day to stay focused. 

 

7. Take Control of Your Thoughts 

 

Action: Replace negative thoughts with empowering ones. 

 

How to Do It: 

 

Monitor your inner dialogue and challenge limiting beliefs (e.g., "I can’t do this" → "I am 

capable of finding a solution"). 

 

Surround yourself with positive influences (books, people, podcasts). 

Practice gratitude daily to focus on abundance instead of scarcity. 

 

8. Turn Failure into Feedback 

 

Action: Learn from setbacks and use them to refine your approach. 

 

How to Do It: 
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After a failure, ask yourself what went wrong and what you can do differently. 

 

Treat failure as part of the process rather than a roadblock. 

 

Keep a journal of lessons learned and how you’ll apply them moving forward. 

 

9. Cultivate Persistence 

Action: Commit to your goal, even when faced with challenges. 

 

How to Do It: 

 

Break down your goal into manageable milestones to avoid overwhelm. 

Remind yourself daily of why you started and the rewards waiting for you. 

Celebrate small wins along the way to maintain motivation. 

 

10. Strengthen Your Specialized Knowledge 

 

Action: Continuously learn and improve in your chosen field. 

 

How to Do It: 

 

Identify skills or knowledge gaps that are essential for achieving your goal. 

Take courses, attend workshops, or read books on those topics. 

Dedicate 30 minutes daily to learning something new that brings you closer to your goal. 

 

11. Manage Your Time Wisely 

 

Action: Focus on tasks that directly contribute to your success. 

 

How to Do It: 
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Prioritize your to-do list by asking, "What’s the most important thing I can do today to move 

closer to my goal?" 

Eliminate distractions like excessive social media or unnecessary commitments. 

 

Use time-blocking to allocate specific hours for high-priority tasks. 

 

12. Develop Emotional Mastery 

 

Action: Stay calm and focused, even under pressure. 

 

How to Do It: 

 

Practice mindfulness or meditation for 10 minutes daily to improve emotional regulation. 

 

Reflect on past challenges and how you overcame them to build resilience. 

Seek guidance from mentors or books to learn techniques for managing stress effectively. 

 

Key Takeaway: Success isn’t just about wishing—it’s about creating a clear vision, building 

belief, taking consistent action, and continuously learning from experiences. Start small, stay 

persistent, and make these practices a part of your daily life to unlock your potential. 
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Recommended Reading List 

Here are book summaries similar to Think and Grow Rich: 

The Power of Concentration by Theron Q. Dumont (Highly Recommended. Read together 

with Think & Grow Rich) 

The Empire of Business by Andrew Carnegie 

From Zero to One by Peter Thiel 

 

Share Evunn.com with friends! 
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